Massachusetts State Collegiate Athletic Conference 

Athletic Directors Meeting
Wednesday, March 28, 2012
Foster Room, Worcester State University
Worcester, Massachusetts

PRESENT:
John Harper, Mike Storey (Bridgewater State); Sue Lauder, Michelle Walsh (Fitchburg State); Tom Kelley, Carey Eggen (Framingham State); Scott Nichols, Dr. Timothy Jay (MCLA); Jim Seavey (Massachusetts Maritime/MASCAC Media Relations); Jason Doviak (Salem State); Dick Lenfest (Westfield State); Sue Chapman, Karen Tessmer (Worcester State); Angela Baumann (MASCAC Commissioner)
The meeting was called to order at 10:04 a.m.

Motion to approve January 13th meeting minutes (Kelley, Harper) passed unanimously.

Commissioner’s Report

Hardship waiver for MCLA student-athlete Kelly Bodner approved.

Track Meet.  Several institutions complained about awards that were presented at indoor championships.  Angela Baumann recommended that medals be presented to individual champions beginning with 2012 outdoor championships along with remaining key chains.  Motion to present medals beginning with 2012 outdoor championships (Seavey, Harper) passed unanimously.  (Update:  Medals will not be able to be produced in time for 2012 outdoor championships, motion will be enacted beginning with 2013 indoor championships.)  Dick Lenfest said that invoices for outdoor championships will be going out shortly.

Men’s & Women’s Basketball Calls.  Several men’s coaches asked for revised system for all-conference voting, including ability to vote for own players.  Sue Lauder discussed tape exchange program and asked if Huddle could be used the system for tape exchange going forward.  Women’s coaches reviewed guidelines for taping games for improved viewing angles.  Motion to accept revisions for basketball taping policies and guidelines (Nichols, Harper) passed 6-1-1 (Lenfest no, Seavey abstained).  Coaches continued to express concerns regarding officiating, including repeat assignments and lack of knowledge of rules.  Dick Lenfest expressed concern on conference scheduling dates in second semester for basketball and suggested model of Wednesday/Saturday dates.
President’s Report

Sue Lauder stated that the Eastern Collegiate Football Conference is interested in a scheduling agreement with the NEFC in the future.  The ECFC has also contacted Angela Baumann about future scheduling.
Old Business

Strategic Initiative Grant monies scheduled reviewed.  Tier II funding will also go out to the assigned member institutions (Bridgewater, MCLA & Westfield) and a portion will also be used to fund Integration Symposium.

SAAC Speaker at Westfield State on April 1st—Lori Hendricks will give presentation on conflict resolution.  MASCAC Padfolios to be presented to all student-athletes in attendance.
Football Update—two-year schedule is approved.  Dues increase of $1,500 approved for football playing institutions.  Motion to approve dues of $1,500 for football playing schools beginning in 2013 (Kelley, Harper) approved 6-0-2 (Nichols, Doviak abstained).

Women’s Lacrosse Update.  Conference tournament officials will be assigned from host site beginning in 2013.  Group had no interest in adopting NEWLA post-season awards structure when MASCAC play begins in 2013—Player and Rookie of the Year will be awarded.  
Motion to have ECAC assign umpires for MASCAC softball championships (Lenfest, Nichols) approved unanimously.

New Business

Motion to approve 2013 and 2014 women’s lacrosse schedule (Seavey, Storey) approved 7-0-1 (Nichols abstained).

Mary Bradbury and Ken Nosek (ECAC) met with basketball institutions on proposal for ECAC women’s basketball officiating bureau.  Frank Ianetta (WCBO) also made presentation to basketball institutions.  Women’s Basketball assigning bureau will be determined in May when ECAC has determined fees.
Motion to approve 2013 and 2014 volleyball schedule (Storey, Seavey) approved 7-0-1 (Lauder abstained).
Motion to approve 2013 and 2014 men’s and women’s soccer schedules (Nichols, Seavey) approved unanimously.  Jason Doviak inquired about future rotation schedule, which Angela Baumann will draft for approval going forward.
Sue Chapman asked that baseball and softball schedules be re-drawn to change order of play.  Angela Baumann will redraw order of play and present new schedules at May meeting.

Motion to approve 2013-14 and 2014-15 basketball schedules (Storey, Nichols) approved 7-0-1 (Seavey abstained).  New schedules eliminate three game weeks.
Annual Spring Meeting set for May 21-23 at Massachusetts Maritime.  Agenda was reviewed and suggestions on social activities are welcome.

Integration Symposium Update set for February 13, 2013 at Worcester State.  Athletic Directors’ input will be solicited for possible agenda and discussion items.

Regional Rules Seminar set for Monday, June 12th at Babson from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.  Each institution has five spots available for seminar, and extra spots will be reallocated to other schools.
All-Conference Voting.  Angela Baumann stated that concerns continue to be raised about all-conference voting process.  Discussion ensued on possible models but none were offered.

Division III Week will take place April 9-14.  Schools are asked to submit Division III week initiatives that are taking place on each conference.

NACWA Leadership Grant was received by Angela Bauman, who will attend training session in Kansas City in July.
Sue Lauder said that all recommendations were approved by NCAA Championships Committee.  Opportunities to serve on NCAA Football Rules and Men’s Ice Hockey Committee are available.
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jim Seavey

Director of Media Relations
