Massachusetts State College Athletic Conference Meeting 
Wednesday, December 2, 2009 
Foster Room, Worcester State College, Worcester, Massachusetts 


PRESENT: Tom Kelley, Carey Eggen (Framingham State); Sue Lauder, Michelle Walsh (Fitchburg State); Tim Shea, Nicolle Wood (Salem State); Bob Corradi, Jim Seavey (Massachusetts Maritime, MASCAC); Sue Chapman, Karen Tessmer, John Meany (Worcester State); John Harper, Mike Storey (Bridgewater State); Dick Lenfest (Westfield State); Scott Nichols (MCLA); Angela Baumann (MASCAC) 

The meeting was called to order at 9:37 a.m. 

The minutes of the September 16th meeting were approved unanimously 5-0 (Lauder, Seavey). 

Angela Baumann reported no hardship waivers have been received for the fall.  There were three secondary violations reported since the September meeting.  Angela commended the schools for monitoring and reporting secondary violations and asked for schools to continue monitoring process.  Angela also asked schools to review their systems and procedures when a course is dropped and how often checks take place.

Discussion ensued on tracking yellow and red cards in soccer and disqualifications in ice hockey. A motion was made to have the conference track yellow and red cards in soccer and disqualifications in ice hockey with notification to take place on a daily basis.  Reports will be received from both the assignors and the individual institutions. Proposal approved 7-1 (Nichols no).  (Lauder, Shea).  Tracking will begin immediately for ice hockey and in 2010 for soccer. 

Angela spoke on definition of vacancies and forfeits of contests with regard to NCAA rules and conference rules.  A best practices sheet will be formulated at the Commissioner's meetings in the near future. 

Minutes of fall coaches conference calls were reviewed.  All-conference voting has taken place over the past year via conference calls and has gone smoothly. 

*Cross Country--working on rotation for MASCAC and Alliance with Westfield and 
Worcester. Details should be worked out by next meeting. 

*Soccer--Women's coaches continued to have concerns with officials, including no-shows 
at matches and lack of professionalism.  Concerns will be expressed to ECAC assignor 
for review, especially on assistant referee responsibilities. 

The 40th Anniversary Committee has had two conference calls to date.  The committee has decided to recognize the 40 greatest moments in MASCAC history.  Criteria has been established to select the moments, and each school is reviewing candidates/nominations for selection. 

H1N1 policies were discussed with regard to potential postponements or cancellations of contests.  The group reported no escalation of confirmed cases and impact on athletics programs. 

Angela reported on discussions on use of wood bats.  Discussion at Commissioner's meeting was that any recommendations should come from coaches committees and not commissioner's group. 

MASCAC SAAC met on November 15th at MCLA.  Diversity training took place as part of meeting through SIG. Sportsmanship plans reviewed for each institution--banners and shirts were distributed to each school.  Follow-up calls/discussions will take place on plans in the near future. 


Commissioner's Old Business 
*Volleyball Schedules:  Three schedule models proposed at spring meeting.  Discussion ensued on different cost factors and availability of additional contests as well as potential disruption of conference dates.  Further examination of the schedules to include two weekend tri-match dates and remainder of matches played on Wednesdays--Scheduling Committee to review. 

*Strategic Plan:  Developing "road map" for MASCAC for goals and objectives over the next 5-10 year period.  Rough timeline reviewed.  Sue Lauder suggested adding SWA's to plan development.  Survey tool will be developed for approval at January 2010 meeting.  Timeline would call for presentation of final plan in December 2010 after review and final approval by Athletics Directors, with extension of timeline possible to May 2011. 

*Strategic Initiative Grant Tier I Rotation chart reviewed.  Fitchburg and Salem changed allocation dates on VP/NCAA and SWA funding for 2011-12 and 2013-14 dates.  Motion to accept rotation with changes approved unanimously (Shea, Nichols).  Tier II discussion will hopefully take place at January meeting. 

*24 Credit Recommended Language Change.  Language in part ii, second sentence changed from "This MAY include the PRIOR full time semester course work" to "This WILL include the full time semester course work and any transferrable credits earned during the leave."  Second sentence in part vi will be removed.  Motion to accept changes passed unanimously (Lauder, Chapman). 

*Men's Golf:  Coaches have met to establish men's golf championship.  Motion to have Spring Men's Golf Championship beginning in 2010 passed 4-0-3 (Harper, Corradi, Lauder abstained) (Nichols, Shea). 2010 Championship date is Saturday, April 20th at Sterling Country Club at Noon (MCLA, Salem, Westfield, Worcester will field teams).   

Commissioner's New Business 
*Track Affiliates:  Lasell and Emmanuel are independents in indoor track, but both are private schools and by-laws prohibit addition of private institutions. 

*SMA/MASCAC Name:  Some institution presidents have communicated about SMA with no feedback to date.  The other "MASCAC" conference in Pennsylvania has dropped use of that name/acronym and will make our conference the only one to use it.  Additional discussions with SMA will take place on MASCAC use in future. 

*NCAA Meeting Dinner on January 13th at 7:00 p.m. at Max Lager's in Atlanta. 

*Massachusetts Maritime received Value and Attitudinal Diversity Award from NCAA in November.  Captain Richard Phillips (Massachusetts Maritime Class of '79) will receive NCAA Award of Valor on January 15th at NCAA Honors Dinner. 

*NCAA Leadership Conference to take place in January (21-24) in New Jersey. 

After lunch, Glenn Cook of Turfer made a presentation to the group regarding apparel and fundraising opportunities and offered to meet with each individual institution after the first of the year to discuss options. 


President's Report 
*Sue Chapman reviewed Legislation and White Papers in advance of 2010 NCAA Convention.   

1.  Philosophy statement (support 8-0) 

2.  Two-year non-participation rule (MASCAC sponsored - support 8-0) 

3.  Deregulation of tryout rule (support 8-0) 

4.  Monitoring of facility (support 8-0) 

5.  Non-traditional end date change (support 8-0) 

6.  Football walkthrough (support 8-0) 

7.  Hardship waiver calculations formula (support 8-0) 

8.  Alumni contest in non-traditional (MASCAC sponsored - support 8-0) 

9.  Playing and practice sessions (support 8-0)

Non-Controversial 

-Earmarking will be big issue in January 

-Student-Managers using season of eligibility if used in practice 

-Division III identity initiative 

-Addition of two Vice Presidents to Management Council 

Media Relations Update - Jim Seavey 
*Fall reporting went well.  There are 70 media outlets that receive MASCAC releases each week.  The website re-design project was completed in mid-November and launched--additional information is being added to site.  Fall Academic All-MASCAC team will be released in early January. 

*Motion made to leave it to discretion of MASCAC Media Relations Director to select weekly award if candidates are worthy of selection (Corradi, Chapman) - passed 8-0. 

Other Business:  Tim Shea inquired about inviting UMass Boston and Southern Maine into men's ice hockey league as affiliates. Discussion ensued about dates of invitation and establishing possible deadline for invitation and acceptance.  Additional discussion will take place at January meeting. 

Fitchburg State and Worcester State are looking for head men's soccer coaches; Bridgewater State is looking for a head women's soccer and volleyball coach. 

Commissioner's Evaluation forms will be sent electronically for review and evaluation at January meeting. 

With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 1:44 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Jim Seavey 
Director of Media Relations
